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erroneous. In a few instances he may have mistaken passivity for 
loyalty to the colony. In the case of Alexander McRae there is no doubt 
of his mistake for Mr. McRae, a most exemplary man, undoubtedly 
made his sympathies for the Mother Country so well known, that he 
was taken from his house and severely beaten by some young Cum* 
berland county rowdies. 

By the same careful examination of the records Major Thomas has 
shown that the great majority of the ministers in 1775-6, were men 
of good character and unimpeached conduct. 

Ellis Family of Virginia. [Privately printed, Richmond, 1907] pp. 
64. 

This is quite a full account of the well known Virginia family, 
descended from John Ellis, who settled in Henrico county in the lat- 
ter part of the seventeenth cntury. 

Branchiana Being a Partial Account of the Branch Family of 
Virginia. By James Branch Cabell. "Haec est vita salutorium 
misera ambitione gravique." Printed by Whittet & Sheppersou, 
Richmond, Va. [1007], pp. 177. Illustrated. 

This handsome book is an account, carefully prepared from the 
records of Henrico and Chesterfield counties of one line of the de- 
scendants of Christopher Branch, who came to Virginia in 1620 and 
was a member of the House of Burgesses in 1639. The compiler, who 
is well known in other fields of literature, has done his work with 
care; but if he had had as much experience in genealogies as in fiction, 
would have deemed it wiser to have omitted any account of English 
ancestry unless there was some proof of connection, (which he, how- 
ever, does not claim) and would have recognized the importance 
of giving instances of the use of the arms given, by the early genera- 
tions of the Virginia family. This thought is suggested not merely 
from the reading of this book (which is a very good account of one 
of the oldest of American families) ; but from the too-frequent oc- 
currence of such things in very many American genealogical books. 

There are also included accounts of the families of Wheelwright, 
Pride, Read (Welsh), Patteson, Osborne, &c. 

Check-List of Boston Newspapers, 1704-1780. By Mary Farwell 
Ayer. With Bibliographical Notes by Albert Matthews. Publi- 
cations of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts. Vol. IX. Bos- 
ton. Published by the Society, 1907, pp. xvii, 527, with index. 

During the period stated there were published in Boston alone, six- 
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teen different newspapers, the earliest being the Boston News Let- 
ter, begun in 1704. Of course these papers contain a vast amount of 
information valuable to students of every branch of history, and a 
great benefit has been done such students by this admirable book which 
not only tells all that can be known about each of these papers, but tells 
the condition and present location in public libraries of every copy. 
The amount of labor performed is marvelous and the laborious work 
of collecting data has been accompanied by great skill in arranging 
and editing. One of the results desired by the Colonial Society of 
Massachusetts in the publication of this volume, is that it might in- 
cite similar work in other States. It will be hard to have the work 
done as well; but there is no doubt that the publication of such a 
book is a most stimulating example. 

Our Struggle fob the Fourteenth Colony. Canada and the 
American Revolution. By Justin H. Smith, Professor of Mod- 
ern History in Dartmouth College; Author of "The Troubadours 
at Home," "Arnold's March from Cambridge to Quebec," "The 
Historic Brooke," etc., 315 illustrations and 23 maps; 2 vols, xii, 
638; xvi, 634, with index and list of sources. 

A very valuable addition to the historical literature of the United 
States. Professor Smith has told the story of the attempt to bring 
Canada into the American Union in a manner which shows fully the 
results of profound study of the subject and yet, also, in a way to 
make it of intense interest. 

Regimental Colors in the War of the Revolution. By Gherardi 
Davis. New York. Privately Printed at the Gilliss Press, 1907, 
pp. 50. 

This beautiful book with its heavy paper, fine type and thirty-eight 
illustrations, from photographs, most of them full-page, is a most valu- 
able presentation of a very interesting subject. Romance and historic in- 
terest are inseparable from old battle-flags, and the author has felt 
an enthusiasm for his subject and perseverance in investigation which 
leaves the story practically all told. In addition to American flags, 
examples of those of French, English and German troops taking part 
in the Revolution are given. No Virginia Revolutionary flags ap- 
pear to have been preserved. 



